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Hours and Dues

The Osceola Mills Community Historical Foundation’s
museum is located in the historic Brisbin House on
Lingle Street in Osceola Mills PA. Regular museum
hours are Sundays from 2:00 until 4:00. The
OMCHF meets in the Brisbin House on the first
Wednesday of each month (excluding December to
February) at 7:00 pm. Dues are $5.00 per year for
an individual, $15 for a family, $25 for a group or
business and $100 for a lifetime membership.

Museum Tours

Tours for individuals or groups, outside of regular
hours, can be arranged by calling 814-339-7778 or
814-378-5748.

President’s Report

The OMCHF has witnessed another productive and
successful year! Last autumn we cleaned out some
broken items and discarded them from out basement
area. We are planning to rearrange the displays in
the basement and move the Brishin House model to
the third floor for easier access and viewing.

The OMCHF continues to work with the Osceola

Mills Library which is also located in the Brishin
House. Needed repairs, heating and cooling issues

as well as general upkeep are closely monitored and
attended to when necessary. Expenditures are closely
monitored as well.

Our annual dinner in December was a fine success!
It was again held at the Elks Country Club in
Philipsburg and featured Susie O'Brien, of Tyrone,
as the guest speaker. Her topic was the 1893 wreck
of the Walter L. Main circus train at the bottom of
Sandy Ridge mountain in Vail. Susie’s home is built
on the site of the catastrophe—on land that has
been in her family for generations. She is a superb
writer and lecturer on the sad but historic event
that saw many circus animals and a few employees
killed. Her slide show and collection of artifacts
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was spellbinding and
our thanks go out

to her on a program
well done. Susie is
also the coauthor of
Unscheduled Stop: The
Town of Tyrone and the
Wreck of the Walter L.
Main Circus Train, which
is an excellent account
of the wreck.

Osceola Mills Spirit

Day 2015 was another

success and the OMCHF

again featured its soup

sale. Every drop was sold as were many tee shirts,
sweat shirts and ball caps. This year’s 2016 Osceola
Mills Spirit Day will be held on Saturday, September
10, from 9:30 until 3:00. All are welcome!

The OMCHF mourns the recent passing of Elsie Penny
who was a founding member and active worker for
our foundation. May she rest in peace.



Recent Events

July 4" Week In Osceola Mills: The annual car
show was held on Sunday, June 30. The OMCHF
received nearly one hundred visitors to its museum
and sold Osceola Mills and Cowtail logo shirts. The
parade theme highlighted the 140th anniversary of
the construction of the

historic Brisbin House.

Our large scale model of

the Brisbin House was

placed on the back of

David Caslow’s truck and

make a fine parade float

that was well received by

the community. Thank you

David and Floyd Hauth

for dismantling the house

model and hoisting it on

to the truck!

We were honored to have as visitors: David and Clark
Hamerly, the great great grandsons of JC Hamerly.
Mr. Hamerly oversaw the construction of the Brisbin
House in 1876. Their visit was a nice added touch to
honoring our Osceola Mills heritage.

The OMCHF also sponsored the annual Rabies Clinic
in May and helped to sponsor the Osceola Mills
Flower Show in July. Christmas Caroling is again
planned for December.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND/OR —

ANNUAL DUES RENEWAL

Name(s)

Address

City State ZIP

Phone/Email

Type of Membership (circle one): Individual $5.00 Family $10.00 Group $25.00

Please enclose a check payable to OMCHF and mail to: OMCHF
601 Lingle St
PO Box 212
Osceola Mills, PA 16666

Lifetime $100.00



Clothing for Sale

The OMCHF continues to sell Osceola Mills and
Cowtail logo tee shirts, sweat shirts and ball caps!
These items make great gifts and are a good way
to show your Osceola Mills pride! Please contact
Shirley Hollenbach at 814-339-7942 for information
regarding designs and shipping.

Tee Shirts. . . .. $12.00
Hoodies . .. ... $30.00

Sweatshirts ... $20.00
Ball Caps .. ... $12.00

Books and DVDs for Sale

Osceola Mills From The Beginning

byJdasperFritz . ....... ... .. ... ..., $10.00
Hills of Penn by Jim McNeish . ... ......... $6.00
Chief Osceola, Patriot and Warrior . .. ....... $2.50
Days and Events That I Remember

by Bud Hollis . ...................... $6.00
Osceola Mills Photo Slide Show DVD

by David Caslow. . . .................. $12.00
Osceola Mills From the Beginning DVD Volume 2
byJderry Fritz . ... ... $12.00

Books and DVDs can be ordered from the OMCHF. See
address at bottom of page 2.

Fire of May, 1875

Many local and national newspapers gave coverage to
the terrible Osceola Mills fire of May, 1875. Disastrous
fires in towns, made mostly of wood, were all too
common in the 19th century—especially during a
windy time of the year. It is hard to imagine the
lives of Osceola Mills residents—most of whom were
rather poor with little possessions—having to pick
up the pieces of their lives after losing just about
everything they had. There were some residents and
businesses covered by home owner’s insurance, but
many probably were not. Safety net programs did

not exist to help the fire’s victims but it is worthy

to note that people from many towns and areas
generously donated to relief committees that were
quickly set up to help those ravaged by the fire.

The New York Times reported well on the fire, but
the best coverage that I have found came from
the Philadelphia Inquirer. Some of its articles are
included in this year’s annual bulletin.

This year, the Brisbin House marks its 140 year of
construction. Rebuilding began immediately after the
fire and George Brishin’s fine edifice was completed
in 1876. Happy Birthday Brisbin House!!!

~ DPW
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